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Claim Amendments 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for treating sphi ncter deficient for injootine a bulking 
ngont int o a tioouo pian o b ul w c omm ooophagua, roctum, or urothra and surrounding aphinotor 
muaolo comprising 

a syringe containing a hn11rin ff a^t ; and 

a hypodermic needle having .heroin paid hypodcrmio noodle io oompriscd of a linear 
segment extending from a hub of the s yringe and an arcuate segment formed by about a S-4S 
degree bend located within a position of the needle closest to a needle ti p, the needle being 
configured to deliver bulkin p a^ent int o a tissue plane hetween an esophagus, rectum or urethra. 
and a surro unding sp h incter muscle 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatu * of claim 1 wherein s a i d hypodormio noodle has an die 
arcurate segment is formed by aboi:t a 1 5 degree bend. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatu:; of claim 1 wherein said hypodermic needle has a length 
of about 1.5 to 60 inches. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatu;- of claim 1 wherein said hypodermic needle has a length 
of about 1 .5 to 5 inches. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 therein said hypodermic needle is sufficiently rigid so as 
to maintain the arcuate segment whi e retaining a minimal amount of flexure to allow proper 
insertion of the needle into tissue. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 therein a penetration depth shield is located on the 
linear segment of the hypodermic nejdle and limits tissue penetration of the needle. 

7-11 (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) A needle kit lor treating stress urinary incontinence, comprising: 
a syringe adapted to contain a bjj|kjag 
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a hypodermic needle , wh e r e in tiaid hypodermic noedl e ia comprised of comprising a 
linear segment adapted to extending fix on a hub of the syringe and an arcuate segment formed by 
about a 15 degree bend located within a portion of the needle closest to a tip of the needle; 

a p e n e tration depth ohiold; and 

an injectable bulking agent. 

1 3. (Original) The kit of claim 12, wherein said bulking agent is comprised of a plurality of 
discrete carbon coated particles in a carrier, 

14. (Currently Amended) The kit of claim ±3 13, wherein said carbon coated particles ore of 
roundod ohap e and have an average transverse cross-sectional dimension of between 200 and 500 
100 and 1000 microns. 

1 5. (New) The kit of claim 12 wherein the needle has a length of about 1 .5 to about 5 inches. 

16. (New) The kit of claim 12 further comprising a penetration depth shield. 

17. (New) An apparatus for delivering a bulking agent from a syringe to a tissue plane 
between an esophagus, rectum or uretira, and a surrounding sphincter muscle, the instrument 
comprising: 

a syringe adapted to house a bilking agent; and 

a needle connected to and extending between about 1 .5 and about 5 inches from the 
syringe, the needle including a linear segment and an arcuate segment located adjacent to the 
linear segment closest to a tip of the miedle, the arcuate segment including about a 15 degree 
bend. 
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